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who has referenced it (and possibly does related work on it) recently. Scopus also has the nice 
feature of showing you the publication pattern in a particular topic, that is, how many articles 
dealing with a particular topic were published in a given year. In that way, you can see the 
ebb and flow of interest in a topic. For example, if we enter the search term “residence hall*” 
in Scopus, we see 834 documents (in June 2016). If we click on the option “analyze search 
results,” it will produce a graphic representation as well as a frequency count of the number 
of articles published on that topic (in this case, from 1855 to the present) (see Figure 2.7).

You can see that there was some interest through the 1970s and 1980s (related to the 
beginning interest in environment-behavior research), but that there has been a fairly steady 
increase in publication on the topic since the late 1990s. In 2014, 44 articles on this topic 
were published, but this was down from 57 in 2013. It will be interesting to see whether 
this area is declining in interest. In contrast, if we put in the search term “student anxiety” 
(June 2016), we get 16,558 “hits.” When we analyze the search results, we learn that 1,265 
articles on the topic were published in 2014, with a dramatic increase of interest in the 
topic starting around the year 2000. Graphically, such information from Scopus shows the 
number of published resources that are available and the level of interest in the topic.

FIGURE 2.7	 Graph in Scopus Showing Number of Documents Related to  
Search Term “Residence Hall” by Year
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